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1. Festival Dates 

1.1 Docaviv Film Festival is held once a year, annually, unless otherwise determined by the 

Festival’s management. It takes place in the city of Tel Aviv and/or any other place selected 

by the Festival’s management at its sole discretion. 

1.2 The festival consists of the following competitive programs: an Israeli Competition, an 

International Competition, Depth of field – Artistic Vision award, an Israeli Student 

Competition and a Pitching Forum for Students. 

1.3 The Festival’s program also includes non-competitive programs. Films screened as part of 

the various programs, whether competitive or otherwise, are chosen by the relevant 

Selection Committees appointed by the Festival’s management.  

1.4 The 2017 Docaviv Film Festival will take place May 18 – 27, 2016, or on other such dates to 

be determined by the Docaviv management.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

2. Submission and Selection of Films for the International Competition   

2.1 Submitting a film for consideration is free of charge.  

2.2 Applications to participate in the Festival can be submitted for any film that meets all of the 

following criteria: 

2.2.1 Films competing in the festival must be documentaries of at least 45 minutes in 

length. 

2.2.2 The film does not meet the definition of an "Israeli Film," pursuant to the Cinema 

Law, 2005. 

2.2.3 The film’s production was completed during the calendar year preceding the year of 

the Festival and not earlier.   

2.2.4 The film, in its completed form, has neither been screened nor broadcasted in Israel, 

either at a commercial venue or at closed screenings for invitees. The Festival must 

be the premiere screening in Israel of any film submitted to the International 

Competition.  

2.2.5 The film must not be available online in any form.  

2.2.6 The screening format will be coordinated with the submitting party upon acceptance 

to the Festival. 

2.2.7 Films in languages other than English are eligible for screening at the Docaviv Film 

Festival, provided they have English subtitles.  

2.2.8 Films submitted to Docaviv and rejected cannot be re-submitted. 

2.2.9 Applications for the Festival must be submitted by the producer and/or director 

and/or distributor holding the film’s distribution rights, both worldwide and in Israel.  

2.2.10 The film must not infringe on any copyrights and/or any other rights of any third 

party. It must not violate any law, nor may it defame and/or compromise the privacy 

of any third party, nor may it commit any other wrongdoing. 

2.2.11 Submissions are to be made via the online entry form found on Docaviv's website 

(http://office.docaviv.co.il/Filmmakers?lang=en) 

and by completing the forms attached to these Regulations (Appendices A & B). The 

forms must be signed by the person holding the film’s rights. Any film submissions 

accompanied by incomplete and/or unsigned forms will not be accepted. 

2.2.12 To ensure the submission’s validity, the film applicant will submit the following 

materials and documentation:   
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A. A secure screening link (our preference is Vimeo links). The password must be 

valid at list until March 31st 2017. Non-English speaking films must have 

English subtitles. 

B. Appendix A of the Regulations (signed). 

C. Appendix B of the Regulations, approving the use of images and video clips from 

the film for public relations purposes (signed). 

2.3 The final date for the submission of applications to participate in the Festival can be found in 

section 9.1 below, or as updated on the Docaviv website.  

2.4 The Selection Committee of the International Competition will consist of the Festival's 

Artistic Director and various other professionals to be selected by her.  

2.5 Films submitted to the competition will be evaluated and chosen by the Selection 

Committee. The committee members will complete a written evaluation for each film, rating 

it on the basis of predetermined criteria. The Selection Committee’s decisions are final. 

2.6 The Selection Committee can recommend including a film in the International Competition, 

in any other competition announced by Docaviv's management, or in one of the Festival’s 

non-competitive sections. 

2.7 After the process of selection, we will notify all persons designated as “contact persons” via 

email of their status, by the time and date chosen by the festival's management.  

2.8 The Festival’s management is the ultimate authority on any issues or disputes with respect 

to the fulfillment of said conditions for the acceptance of a film, including whether the film 

can be defined as a documentary film and/or whether it is accepted to the Festival.   

3. Submission and Selection of Films for the Israeli Competition 

3.1 Applications for participation in the Israeli Competition may be submitted for films meeting 

the following criteria: 

3.1.1 The film must be a documentary of at least 45 minutes in length. 

3.1.2 The film meets the definition of an "Israeli Film," pursuant to the Cinema Law, 2005.  

3.1.3 The Film’s production was completed during the calendar year preceding the year of 

the Festival and not earlier.   

3.1.4 The film has neither been screened nor broadcasted in Israel, either at a commercial 

venue or at closed screenings for invitees. The Festival must be the premiere 

screening in Israel of any film submitted to the Israeli Competition, with exceptions 

made for films screened at Docaviv Galilee or at Docaviv Negev. 

3.1.5 The film must not be available online in any form.  



 

 

 

3.1.6 Films submitted to Docaviv and rejected cannot be resubmitted in the following year. 

3.1.7 The application for the Festival must be submitted by the producer and/or the 

director holding the film’s distribution rights in Israel. 

3.1.8 The film must not infringe on any copyrights and/or any other rights of any third 

party. It must not violate any law, nor may it defame and/or compromise the privacy 

of any third party, nor may it commit any other wrongdoing.  

Submissions are to be made via the online entry form found on Docaviv's website 

(http://office.docaviv.co.il/Filmmakers) and by completing the forms attached to 

these Regulations (Appendices A & B). Completed forms must be signed by the 

person holding the film’s screening rights in Israel. Any films accompanied by 

incomplete and/or unsigned forms will not be accepted. 

3.1.9 To ensure the submission’s validity, the film applicant will submit the following 

materials and documentation: 

A. A secure screening link (our preference is Vimeo links). The password must be 

valid at list until March 31st 2017. 

B. Appendix A of the Regulations, printed, signed and uploaded.  

C. Appendix B of the Regulations, approving the use of images and video clips from 

the film for public relations purposes, printed, signed and uploaded.  

3.2 The final date for the submission of an application to participate in the Festival can be found 

in section 9.1 below, or as updated on the Docaviv website.  

3.3 The Selection Committee of the Israeli Competition will consist of three members: The 

Festival's Artistic Director and two professionals to be selected by her. 

3.4 Films submitted to the competition will be evaluated and chosen by the Selection 

Committee.  The committee members will complete a written evaluation for each film, rating 

it on the basis of predetermined criteria. 

3.5 The Selection Committee’s decisions are final.   

3.6 The Selection Committee can recommend including a film in the Israeli Competition, in any 

other competition announced by Docaviv's management, or in one of the Festival’s non-

competitive frameworks. 

3.7 After the process of selection, we will notify all persons designated as “contact persons” via 

email of their status, by the time and date chosen by the festival's management.   
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3.8 Films selected for participation in the Festival will be presented bilingually (Hebrew and 

English). Accordingly, films will be provided with English subtitles or English and Hebrew 

subtitles, as needed. These will be provided by the submitting producer and/or director and 

at their expense. The subtitled screening copy of the film will be delivered to the Festival's 

offices no later than 15 days before the start of the Festival.  

3.9 The Festival’s management is the ultimate authority on any issues or disputes with respect 

to the fulfillment of said conditions for the acceptance of a film, including whether the film 

can be defined as a documentary film and/or whether it is accepted to the Festival.  

4. Submission and Selection of Films for the Israeli Student Competition   

4.1 Films meeting all the following criteria may be submitted for the Student Competition:  

4.1.1 The film is a documentary.  

4.1.2 The film was produced within the cinema department of a school of higher education 

in Israel ("School").  

4.1.3 The initial evaluation and selection of the films takes place at the School.   

4.1.4 Applications to participate in the Festival may only be submitted by the School. They 

may not be submitted directly by the students. 

4.1.5 Each School may submit up to 3 films. 

4.1.6 Film departments or Schools that offer postgraduate (MA) classes may submit 2 

additional films.   

4.1.7 Submitted films will undergo an additional selection process by the Festival’s 

Selection Committee. 

4.1.8 The film’s production was completed during the calendar year preceding the year of 

the Festival and not earlier.   

4.1.9 Films submitted to Docaviv and rejected cannot be re-submitted. 

4.1.10 The party submitting the film holds all copyrights and distribution rights in Israel. 

4.1.11 The film must not infringe on any copyrights and/or any other rights of any third 

party. It must not violate any law, nor may it defame and/or compromise the privacy 

of any third party, nor may it commit any other wrongdoing. 

4.1.12 Submissions are to be made via the electronic entry form found on Docaviv's 

website: (http://office.docaviv.co.il) and by completing the forms attached to these 

Regulations (Appendices A & B). Completed forms must be signed by the holder of 

the film’s screening rights in Israel. Any films accompanied by incomplete and/or 

unsigned forms will not be accepted. 
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4.1.13 In order for the submission to be deemed valid, the School will submit the following 

documents and materials:   

A. A secure screening link for each film (our preference is Vimeo links). The 

password must be valid at list until March 31st 2017. 

B. Appendix A of the Regulations, printed, signed and uploaded.  

C. Appendix B of the Regulations, approving the use of images and video clips from 

the film for public relations purposes, printed, signed and uploaded. 

4.2 The final date for the submission of an application to participate in the Festival can be found 

in section 9.1, or as updated on the Docaviv website. 

4.3 The Selection Committee of the Israeli Student Competition will consist of members to be 

selected by the Festival's artistic director from the field of cinema or related fields in the arts 

and/or media. 

4.4 Films submitted to the competition will be evaluated and chosen by the Selection 

Committee.  The committee members will complete a written evaluation for each film, rating 

it on the basis of predetermined criteria.  

4.5 The Selection Committee’s decisions are final.  

4.6 After the process of selection, we will notify all persons designated as “contact persons” via 

email of their status, by the time and date chosen by the festival's management.   

4.7 Films selected for participation in the Festival will be provided with English subtitles by the 

School and/or authors of the film. The subtitled screening copy of the film will be delivered 

to the Festival's offices no later than 15 days before the start of the Festival.  

4.8 The Festival’s management is the ultimate authority on any issues or disputes with respect 

to the fulfillment of said conditions for the acceptance of a film, including whether the film 

can be defined as a documentary film and/or whether it is accepted to the Festival.  

5. Depth of Field Competition 

5.1 Selection of films for participation in the competition 

5.1.1 Between 5 and 10 Israeli and/or international films will participate in the Depth of 

Field Competition. The competition is dedicated to films exhibiting exceptional vision 

and creative spirit. 

5.1.2 Films taking part in the Depth of Field Competition will be selected from among the 

overall films submitted to the Festival. The selection will be made by the Artistic 

Director or by a person or persons appointed by the Artistic Director, and in 

 



 

 

 

accordance with recommendations provided by the Selection Committees for both 

the International Competition and the Israeli Competition. 

6. Acceptance of Films for the Festival and the Submission of Material / Screening 

Copies 

6.1 Docaviv may screen any film accepted for the Festival, during the Festival days, at any time 

and any number of times, at its discretion. 

6.2 Once a film has been accepted for a competition or for any other category in the Festival, 

the following material must be delivered to the Festival’s management within two weeks of 

the date of the decision being published: 

6.2.1 Supplemental information omitted from the electronic submission form.  

6.2.2 An updated list of Israeli and international entities supporting the film. 

6.2.3 A press kit (including publications and PR material, if available).  

6.2.4 A Trailer and/or a 3-minute selection from the film (with downloading option) for PR 

purposes, including internet and television advertising, as well as screening as part 

of the Docaviv promo. In the event of the failure to transfer such material, the 

Festival will select a three-minute montage from the film, at its discretion, for the 

purpose of promotion and PR.   

6.2.5 Two posters. 

6.2.6 Docaviv Film Festival reserves the right to edit and incorporate the proposed 

synopsis submitted by the authors for use in a catalog or on the Internet.  

6.2.7 For Israeli Films: A subtitled screening copy of the film, pursuant to Docaviv's 

technical specification, will be delivered to the Festival's offices not later than 15 

days before the opening date of the Festival. Filmmakers will attend the testing of 

the screening copy; the timing of the testing will be coordinated and scheduled in 

advance.  

6.2.8 For International Films: 

A. Forwarding the screening copy: The film's screening copy (with English subtitles, 

in the event that the film‘s dialogue includes languages other than English), will 

be delivered to the Festival's office no later than three weeks before the 

Festival's opening date. 

B. A contact person from Docaviv's Content Department will contact the 

director/producer /distributor of the film, in order to coordinate the shipment.  



 

 

C. The screening copy must be accompanied by a proforma invoice, stating the 

sender's name, the name of the film, the film's length, the dimensions of the  

 

package, and statements that this is a non-commercial shipment for artistic 

purposes only and that the value for customs purposes does not exceed 20 U.S 

dollars or 20 euros.  

D. Docaviv will bear the costs relating to the shipment of the screening copy. Should 

the screening copy be sent directly to another festival or venue after its screening 

in Docaviv, the recipient will pay the cost of shipping of the copy to them. 

E. Docaviv Festival will return the screening copy to the destination specified by the 

party submitting the film, up to about three weeks after the end of the Festival, 

unless otherwise specified, subject to prior coordination. 

F. The insurance costs for the duration of the transportation of the screening copy 

are solely the responsibility of the party submitting the film. Docaviv Festival will 

not bear any liability for any damage caused to the copy due to shipment to or 

from the Festival.   

G. From the time of the screening copy’s arrival at the Festival's offices up to the 

time that the copy leaves the offices for its next destination, Docaviv will bear 

limited liability for the integrity of the copy. This liability includes only the costs of 

duplicating the copy, at the rates of an Israeli company providing post production 

services. This liability does not include the cost of a master copy. 

7. Jury and Awards 

7.1 The International Competition: 

7.1.1 The Jury will consist of three or five members from the fields of cinema and the arts, 

from Israel and abroad. As a rule, the Jury will view all films participating in the 

Competition together, during their public screening at the Festival, other than in 

certain exceptional cases. The Jury's decisions are autonomous and binding for the 

Festival management, the public board, and the Festival’s sponsors and advertisers.  

7.1.2 Two awards are presented in the International Competition (Awards and prizes may 

be omitted or added at the discretion of the Festival’s management): 

A. Best Film Award. 

B. Special Mention.   

7.2 The Israeli Competition: 



 

 

7.2.1 The Jury will consist of three or five members from the fields of cinema and the arts, 

from Israel and abroad. As a rule, the Jury will view all films participating in the 

Competition together, during their public screening at the Festival, other than in 

certain exceptional cases. The Jury's decisions are autonomous and binding for the  

 

festival management, the public management, and the Festival’s sponsors and 

advertisers. 

7.2.2 There are several awards in the Israeli Competition (Awards and prizes may be 

omitted or added at the discretion of the Festival’s management): 

A. Best Film Award.   

B. Special Mention.   

C. The Mayor of Tel Aviv-Yafo Award for the Most Promising Filmmaker. 

D. Editing Award. 

E. Cinematography Award.  

F. Research Award. 

7.3 In the Student Competition: 

7.3.1 The Jury will consist of at least three members from the fields of cinema and the arts, 

from Israel and abroad. As a rule, the Jury will view all films participating in the 

Competition together, during their public screening at the Festival, other than in 

certain exceptional cases. The jury's decisions are autonomous and binding for the 

Festival management, the public management, and the Festival’s sponsors and 

advertisers. 

7.3.2 There are several awards in the Student Competition (Awards and prizes may be 

omitted or added at the discretion of the Festival’s management): 

A. Award to the Best Student Film.   

B. Second Place Award. 

C. Third Place Award.   

7.4 In the Depth of Field Competition: 

7.4.1 The Jury for the competition will consist of three professionals from the field of 

cinema. As a rule, the Jury will view all films participating in the Competition 

together, during their public screening at the Festival, other than in certain 

exceptional cases. The jury's decisions are autonomous and binding for the Festival 

management, the public management, and the Festival’s sponsors and advertisers. 



 

 

7.4.2 There is one award in the Depth of Field Competition (Awards and prizes may be 

omitted or added at the discretion of the Festival’s management): 

A. The Artistic Vision Award.   

 

8.  Invitations to the Festival 

8.1 An invitation to the premiere will be given to the filmmakers at the Festival's discretion.   

8.2 In addition, the films’ directors and producers will receive guest tags, allowing them entry to 

the Festival's films and events, on the basis of available seating. 

9.  Working Timeline 

9.1 The working timeline is as follows:  

9.1.1 Deadline for the receipt of submission of International films for the Festival: 

January 5th, 2017 midnight (Israel time). 

9.1.2 Deadline for the receipt of submission of Israeli films for the Festival: 

January 19th, 2017, 3PM (Israel time) 

9.1.3 Deadline for submission of up-to-date material for the catalog, marketing, and PR: 

two weeks after acceptance. 

9.1.4 Deadline for the receipt of screening copies: April 27th, 2017 

9.2 The Festival’s management may change the timeline at any time, at its discretion.  

10. General 

10.1 For the purpose of these Regulations, "Docaviv Management" means the executive 

committee of the Docaviv NPO, which may delegate its powers, in whole or in part, to any 

person and/or committee at its discretion. 

10.2 The Docaviv Management may cancel any film selection and/or refrain from screening any 

film in the Festival at any time, at its discretion, and, inter alia, in the event of the failure to 

fulfill the submission or acceptance terms.  

10.3 The Docaviv Management may change these Regulations at any time and any such change 

will be binding on any persons and/or entities who have submitted an application and/or 

have been accepted to the Festival. 

 



 

 

 

10.4 From the moment that a film is selected to be screened at the Festival, any person and/or 

entity who has submitted the film to the Festival may not cancel and/or withdraw any 

consent given. 

10.5 Docaviv Management may decide to hold additional competitions and/or programs from 

time to time and determine the rules in connection with them.  

10.6 Film entrants undertake to indemnify the Docaviv NPO and any of its employees and/or 

anyone acting on its behalf for any damage and/or loss, including legal costs, incurred in 

consequence of the violation of any declaration and/or undertaking of the entrant in 

connection with the film, including any claims and/or demands made consequent to this. 

10.7 The exclusive jurisdiction in connection with any dispute relating to these Regulations 

and/or in connection with the film and/or any use of the film and/or any other matter 

pertaining to the Festival, is vested in the jurisdiction of the courts of the City of Tel Aviv-

Yafo.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


